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(a) 14 14 hvA 14 14 12 14 14 14 jv 12 12|12 {12 {12 | 12
Jan] 53.21 23.1§ 38.,2| 78 | 1967t -8 1963 8L0 0.36 0.87 1958 | 1.6 | 8.5 1958 8 1958 17 0 2 | 28 1 |dan
Feb| 57.9| 26.81 42,4 87 | 1962 1 {1960 649 ] O.4b 1.40 1961 § 2,1 8.1 1961 3 1964, 11 0 1 )22 QO | Feb
Mar| 65.0] 32.6| 48.8| 92 | 1967 8 | 1965+ 101 0.58 0.88 1961 | 1,0| 8.8 1958 6 1958 27 * 1116 0 |Mar
Apr | 76.4| 45.1| 60.8] 102 1965 26 | 1962 179 1.19 1.90 1954 0 T T 1957 21 3 0 2 0 |Apr
May | 84.0| 54,4 69,21 101 | 1962+ 33 | 1954 42 2.1 L.12 1963 Q 0 0 3110 0 0 0 [May
Jun| 91.31 62,7| 77.0| 111 | 1960 L7 | 1955 3 2.83 4,05 1967 o 0 ¢} 5120 o} 0 0 |Jun
Jul| 93.5| 65.7] 79.6| 107 | 1958 56 | 1964+ 0 2.38 2.87 1958 ¢} o 0 5125 0 ¢} 0 |Jul
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Oct | 76.6 | b6.2) 61,41 97 | 1965 28 {1957 153 1.98 2.49 1960 0 0 0 313 0 1 0 |0ct
Nov | 6L,k | 34.9] £9.7| 85 | 1963 L | 1957 453 0.47 0.93 1958 | 0.5} 4.8 | 1957 L 1957 210 0|11 0 {Nov
Déc | 55.81 27.5| 41.7] 82 | 1964 ) 6 | 1954 726 0.36 0.71 1964 | 1,21 6,0 1960 3 1960 11 0 2 124 0 | Dec
, Jun, Jan, May Mar. Jan,
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(a) Average length of record, years.
T Trace, an amount too small to measure.

** Base 65°F

+ Also on earlier dates, months, or years.

* Less than one half.

THE CLIMATE OF BROANFIELD, TEXAS

Brownfield, located on the South Plains, 40 miles southwest of
Lubbock, is the county seat and commercial center of Terry County.
Four U.S. Highways and one State Highway intersect at Brownfield,
Industries include cotton gins, compresses, feed plants, farm
chemicals, plastics, and burial vaults. Annual festivities in-
clude a July rodeo and an October harvest festival. Terry County
is .level prairie with a sandy section in the northwest part. It
is among Texas' leading counties in cotton production and crop in-
come, Over 90 percent of farm income is from crops, mostly cotton
and grain sorghwms., Approximately 115,000 acres are irrigated.
Soybeans, wheat, watermelons, cattle and sheep are produced also.
Minerals include oil, gas and sodium sulfate. County elevation
varies from 3,100 to 3,600 feet.

Brownfield has a dry steppe climate with mild winters. It is
characterized by rapid changes and extremes, both in temperature
and precipitation., Mean annual total precipitation is 16,07 inches
with 79 percent of this amount falling during the warm season May
through October, Prevailing winds are southerly to southwesterly
the year round, averaging about 1i miles per hour. Relative hu-
midity is low compared to sections of Central and East Texas. Mean
annual relative humidity is approximately 74 percent at 6:00 a.m.,
L5 percent at noon, and 40 percent at 6:00 p.m., Central Standard
Time.

Winter: Surges of cold polar or arctic air masses are frequent.
These cold fronts or "northers" as they are called, often are ac-
companied by strong gusty winds and pronounced drops in tempera-
ture, Cold spells are usually of short duration since a change to
southwesterly winds brings a rapid rise in temperature,  Minimum
- temperatures are almost always below freezing, but winter daily
maxims average 56°F, Winter is a dry season. Precipitation most
often falls as light snow or sleet. Because of drifting, moisture
derived from the snowfall is often of little benefit to eropland.

Spring: Early spring is a continuation of the winter season.
There is extreme variability in the day-to-day weather. Thunder-
storm activity increases significantly in May as the invasions of
Tropical Maritime air masses from the Gulf of Mexico become more
frequent, March and April are the windiest months of the year.

Summer: This is a relatively wet season with thunderstorm activity
continuing near its peak through June, then decreasing slightly in
July and August, While temperature maxima may soar above 100°F
occasionally, summer weather is normally quite pleasant. The. rel-
ative humidity is very low on the hottest days. Nighttime minima
are in the low sixties and blankets often are needed for comfort-
able sleeping., Evaporative-type home air-conditioners operate
effectively because of the low humidity.

Fall: This is the most pleasant season of the year. Thunder-
shower activity decreases significantly from the summer months,
Monthly precipitation drops off rather abruptly in November as
polar air masses become effective in closing off the supply of
moisture from the Gulf of Mexico. Daytime temperatures are mild

and nights are crisp and cool.

The growing season (freeze free period) averages 210 days. The
average dates of the last occurrence of 32°F in the spring and the
first occurrence of 32°F in the fall are April 8 and November 4,
respectively, Damaging hailstorms may occur any time frem spring
planting time to fall harvest. However, these storms usually cover
a small area, The most damaging hailstorms are associated with
the severe thunderstorms in the late spring and early summer
months, '

Sunshine is abundant theyear round, with infrequent cloudy weather
oceurring mostly during the winter and early spring months. Evap-
oration is high, as would be expected in this dry climate, Aver—
age annual lake evaporation is approximately 71 inches,
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